
Make a 
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for decades  
to come.
Everything you need  
to know about leaving  
a gift in your Will to the  
Medical Research Foundation

www.medicalresearchfoundation.org.uk



If we change 
medicine today
we can change  
lives tomorrow.
Any amount, small or large,  
helps make long-term pioneering  
medical research possible.



This is a challenge needing immense 
support, innovation and persistence. 
Over 90% of the Medical Research 
Foundation’s voluntary income is 
donated by people across the UK 
leaving a gift in their Will. 

Your gift can be as little as £1 or 1% of 
your estate and will help the Medical 
Research Foundation to fund more 
researchers who will improve human 
health and change people’s lives.

55
In 2016/17 we funded  
55 new medical research 
projects, thanks largely  
to gifts left in Wills

The health and wellbeing  
of millions of people  
depends upon continual 
medical advances.

90%
Over 90% of the Foundation’s 
voluntary income is donated 
by people leaving a gift in 
their Will



The diff erence 
you can make

£1
Every £1 invested in medical 
research delivers a return 
equivalent to 25p every 
year, forever. 

Health Research Policy and 
Systems, January 2018

Emerging Leaders Prize 
established thanks to 
two legacies

In 2017, we established our ‘Emerging 
Leaders Prize’ which will be awarded 
annually. Each year, the winner will 
be awarded £100,000 to support 
their future research and career 
development in recognition of the 
impact they have already made 
in their research field. 

The Emerging Leaders Prize in 2017 
will be awarded to emerging researchers 
in the field of Lupus research and was 
made possible thanks to a generous 
legacy gift from the late Dr Erina Herrick.



Transforming lives for 
people aff ected by 
Hepatitis C virus

Thanks to gifts from two donors, we 
were able to fund a project in Scotland 
to establish the first national clinical 
research database and biobank to 
support Hepatitis C virus research.

This resource is vital for researchers to 
better understand the virus and assess 
new treatments for the estimated 200 
million people infected worldwide. 

This is just one example of how our 
generous supporters have helped to 
fund pioneering medical research.



Many of the diseases and 
conditions that affect 
human health have been 
cured or overcome as a 
result of medical research. 

But there will always  
be more to do.



  Medical research and associated 
research support 86p

 Staff and overhead costs 9p

 Investment manager fees 4p

 Fundraising 1p

Although around the world significant 
resources are being spent on 
developing exciting new treatments 
and therapies, there are some areas 
of medical need that receive little or no 
support – and people’s lives that see  
no improvement. 

That’s where we step in. We are an 
independent charitable foundation that 
was formed by the Medical Research 
Council (MRC). 

Where your £1 goes: Thanks to donations from our 
supporters, we were able to spend 
more on medical research in 2016/17 
than ever before. 

Thanks to our unique connection  
with the MRC we fund and support  
the most promising medical research  
of the highest standard, wherever we 
discover great opportunities that are  
not being pursued. 

Leaving a gift in your Will would help 
more researchers to change people’s 
lives through improved health.



What you need to know
How to do it

If you decide to leave a gift  
in your Will, all you need is:

The charity name  
Medical Research Foundation

The charity registration number  
1138223 

If you’d like to include a specific area  
of research to support with your gift, 
please contact us so that we can help 
you with the wording to use in your Will.

Call us on 020 7395 2371.

Types of gift

The most common types  
of gifts left in Wills are:

A residuary gift  
The residue (or percentage of the 
residue) of your estate after you have 
looked after your loved ones and all 
other gifts, debts and expenses have 
been paid. 

A pecuniary gift 
A fixed sum of money.

A conditional gift 
A gift that you would make if the  
person you first intended to benefit 
through your Will passed away.

A specific gift 
An identifiable asset such as a  
property, an investment, a piece  
of jewellery or art. 

Our promise to you

We understand that making a decision 
about your Will is a private and personal 
matter. That’s why we won’t ask you to 
declare your intentions (though we would 
be delighted to hear from you, so that we 
can thank you). 

If you are considering leaving a  
gift in your Will to the Medical  
Research Foundation, we would  
like you to know that: 

We understand that your family  
and loved ones come first. 

We won’t put you under any pressure, 
and will respect that this is a decision 
you want to make in your own time. 



 You can change your mind about  
leaving a gift to the Medical Research 
Foundation at any time and you don’t 
need to let us know. 

Your gift will be cherished and  
handled with integrity and respect. 

We will spend your gift wisely and ensure 
that we support the very best medical 
research that addresses the most 
pressing health needs of the time.

If you have a specific area of medical 
research that you wish your gift to 
support, our trustees will do everything 
they can to apply your gift as you wish.



Thank you
for considering leaving 
a gift in your Will to help 
improve the health of 
future generations.



Please do get in touch to talk to a member 
of the Medical Research Foundation team  
if you’d like to know more about leaving a 
gift, would like to let us know that you are 
planning to leave a gift or you’d like to know 
more about the research that your gift 
could support. 

We are here to help.



www.medicalresearchfoundation.org.uk
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