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Summary 

This document guides you through the preparation and submission of an application for the Dorothy Temple 

Cross Tuberculosis International Collaboration Grants. 

The application form can be downloaded from: 

https://www.medicalresearchfoundation.org.uk/grants/dtc_tbcollaboration 

Deadline for Submission is 12:00 Wednesday 14 October 2020 

Applications must be submitted and approved by all signatories and the application received in its entirety by 

this deadline. You will not be able to submit applications after this deadline. 

We recommend that you submit your application in advance of the deadline so that any technical issues can 

be resolved in good time. 

Overview 

The Medical Research Foundation is inviting joint applications from mid-career researchers in the UK and Africa 

who are making the transition to independence. The focus of the collaboration should be to support human 

tuberculosis (TB) research that will increase understanding of the disease mechanisms, and improve protective 

factors, diagnosis, treatment and recovery. The collaboration should be novel and equitable.  

The Funder 

The Medical Research Foundation is an independent charitable foundation. Formed by the Medical Research 

Council (MRC) over 90 years ago, we grow and nurture people and ideas wherever we see research 

opportunities with great potential.  

The research supported in this competition is possible thanks to the generous support of Florence Temple 

Cross in memory of her daughter Dorothy Temple Cross. 

The Funding 

There will be up to £90,000 available in this competition. Applicants may apply for up to £30,000 to support 

their international collaborative project, over a maximum of a 12-month period. 

Who can apply 

Applications should represent a new collaborative project between a UK-based researcher at an eligible 

institution (UK HEIs, Research Council research institutes, hospitals, and other independent research 

organisations) and a researcher who is a national of and based in an African country, from an organisation with 

an established legal entity in Africa.  

UK-based applicants must hold a PhD, DPhil or MD and be in the process of, or be ready for, transition to 

research independence. Applicants based in an African country must be judged to be at a similar career stage, 

with a minimum of a PhD and some postdoctoral experience.  

In order for applications to be considered for this competition, applicants and research organisations must 

conform to the eligibility criteria. Applicants who do not meet the eligibility criteria will not have their proposal 

assessed. The review panel retains the right to determine eligibility after consideration of research outputs. 

Applicants who are unsure of their eligibility are encouraged to contact the Medical Research Foundation team.  

Only one application will be accepted per applicant, though individuals can hold more than one Medical 

Research Foundation grant at any one time. 
 

https://www.medicalresearchfoundation.org.uk/grants/dtc_tbcollaboration


Responsibilities of the Lead Research Organisations and the Principal Investigator 

Lead Research Organisations 

By submitting an application, a Lead Research Organisation (RO; for this award, the UK Research 

Organisation) indicates their formal acceptance of the proposal, approval of the salaries and resources sought 

and, if the application is successful, acceptance of the terms and conditions of a Medical Research Foundation 

award. 

Administrative authorities have responsibility for ensuring that salaries and resources cited in the proposal are 

sufficient to undertake the proposed research, attract sufficiently experienced and skilled staff and represent 

good value-for-money. 

Principal Investigators (PIs) 

The PIs are responsible for the intellectual leadership of the research project and for the overall management 

of the research. They will be the Medical Research Foundation’s main contact for the proposal. There should 

be a UK-based PI and a PI who is national of and based in an African country (nationality and employing country 

may be different). 

The UK-based PI must be based at the RO at which the award will be administered. 

Key dates 

◼ Deadline for submission: 12:00 Wednesday 14 October 2020  

◼ Funding decision: November 2020 

◼ Feedback on funding decision: December 2020 

 

Review and selection  

Review and selection process 

Applications will be reviewed by an Expert Review Panel, consisting of scientific experts from the UK and 
countries in Africa. Applications will be assessed on their novelty, scientific quality and impact, potential 
for developing sustainable collaborations, and the contribution of the proposal to research network and 
capacity building. The Expert Review Panel will take into account the career and contributions of the 
applicants as well as the proposed use of funds.  

Application process and deadlines 

To apply, applicants must provide the following information: 

◼ A completed application form including details of the two lead applicants (one from the UK, one from an 

African country), a description of the planned collaborative activities, and the relevant signatures and 

declarations 

◼ CVs for both named lead applicants, including a list of the applicant’s most relevant publications 

Confidentiality 

 The proposal and any additional details submitted will be forward ‘in confidence’ to reviewers/ the Expert 

Review Panel. While assessing proposals, our experts may sometimes need to consult with colleagues, in 

confidence, about individual applications.  

 



Declarations of Interest 

 If a proposal presents a potential conflict of interest for any of the Expert Review Panel or the Medical Research 

Foundation Board of Trustees, the individual with a conflict will not be involved in the discussion of the 

application and in the decision-making process.  

Terms and Conditions of Award 

Prize awards made through this competition will follow standard Medical Research Foundation terms and 

conditions. The Medical Research Foundation terms and conditions spell out the responsibilities of the joint 

Principal Investigators and the UK Research Organisation. The Principal Investigators and the UK Research 

Organisation are required to indicate their formal acceptance of the application, their acceptance of the terms 

and conditions of a Medical Research Foundation award, and the approval of the salaries and resources sought 

in the application. The Medical Research Foundation may add additional conditions to a prize award to reflect 

the particular circumstances and requirements of the funding, or the nature of a particular award. Acceptance 

of an award constitutes acceptance of both the core conditions and any additional conditions. The Medical 

Research Foundation reserves the right to vary these terms and conditions. 

 

Application Form 

Please refer to the sections below to complete your application form. If you have any questions about any of 

the application process, please contact a member of the Medical Research Foundation Research Team 

research@medicalresearchfoundation.org.uk / 020 7250 8224. 

Section 1: Project Leads 

 Applicants should provide details of their research accomplishments to date, including a brief description of 

key research findings, prizes and awards, membership of panels and working groups or any other relevant 

contributions to the field.  

Section 2: Proposed collaborative activities 

The Dorothy Temple Cross TB International Collaboration Grants will support new collaborations between UK-

based and African researchers in the field of TB, to develop emerging researchers in both countries. 

The proposal must focus on developing new international collaborations in the field of human TB research, in 

African countries where the disease is having the greatest impact. Applications from researchers working on 

drug resistant TB will be particularly welcomed.  

Examples of activities the award can be used to support include: reciprocal visits between the researchers in 

the African country and the UK in order to establish a new research collaboration, opportunities for co-

presenting at conferences, seed funding to develop a larger grant or learning new research skills.  

The award is intended to support equitable, sustainable and mutually beneficial partnerships and is not intended 

to support one-sided collaborations in which one partner use the data of the other.  

The benefits of the award to both teams should be described. This could include network development and 

visibility through co-presenting at meetings or conferences, skills development on both sides, as well as pilot 

work or publications. We are interested in collaborative activities that would lead to key career development 

opportunities.  

Section 3: Use of funds 

These awards are designed to be flexible. Use of funds may include (but are not limited to): 

mailto:research@medicalresearchfoundation.org.uk


◼ Research staff (who will directly support the research proposal) 

◼ Research consumables and minor equipment costs in the UK or African country 

◼ Access charges for specialist equipment or services 

◼ Travel and subsistence 

◼ Short term salary support for Applicants 

◼ Partnership and network building activities 

◼ Training or capacity building activities 

◼ Other direct costs of research 

Any costs to be incurred in a currency other than GBP should be converted, stating the exchange rate 

calculator used and date of calculation.  

Funds may not be used for: 

◼ Public engagement in science  

◼ Directly allocated costs at the UK institution 

◼ Dissemination of research findings 

◼ Adding on to an existing research grant 

◼ Studentship costs 

◼ Overheads and other indirect costs 

As this award is to support a collaborative project, it is our expectation that the named individuals based in the 

UK and from an African country will be joint leads on this project. However, funds will be awarded to the UK 

research organisation to support both parties, except under exceptional circumstances where this may not be 

possible. If applicants have reason to believe this may be required, they are advised to contact the Research 

Team before submitting their application.  

Section 4: Applicant CVs and Publications 

Please include with the application a two-page academic CV for each of the applicants and co-applicants. 
Applicants may find UKRI fellowship CV template of use as guidance. 

Section 5: Authorisation and Declarations 

Please provide the details of the person at the UK Research Organisation responsible for the administration of 

funds. Should the application be successful and win grant support, we will need to know who to contact about 

the financial arrangements and other contractual agreements. 

Please provide the details of the Head of Department of the applicant in the UK. 

All declarations should be signed by the appropriate persons prior to the submission of the application. 

 

https://mrc.ukri.org/search-results/?keywords=fellowship+CV&siteid=mrc

